
Unit 1
Brave New World

Duration 5 weeks Assessed

Priority Standard(s) AP L&C 2
Analyze images and other multimodal texts for rhetorical features. This goal acknowledges the multiple modes of learning that help 
students acquire literacy, with attention to the power of visual literacy in understanding an author’s purpose.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 10

Converse and write reflectively about personal processes of composition. Metacognition, or reflection, is a key component of this 
course; the practice of describing their own processes helps students internalize standards — articulated by local, state, or national 
rubrics — of effective composition

RL 1D
Using appropriate text, determine two or more themes in a text, analyze their development throughout the text, and relate the 
themes to human nature and the world; provide an objective and concise summary of the text.

W2A

Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; self-select and blend (when appropriate) previously learned narrative, expository, 
and argumentative writing techniques. 

RL 1A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RL 2A Evaluate how an author's choices to structure specific parts of a text contribute to a text's overall meaning and its aesthetic impact.
RL 3A Analyze the representation of a subject in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.
RL 3C Evaluate how an author's work reflects his or her historical/cultural perspective.

RI 1A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.



Unit 2
Intro to Rhetoric: Schemes and Tropes 

Duration 2 weeks for intro, all year for implementation and reinforcement Assessed

Priority Standard(s)

AP L&C 1

Analyze and interpret samples of purposeful writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies. This process 
includes students’ understanding of what an author is saying, how an author is saying it, and why an author is saying it. Additionally, 
this process looks at how an author’s rhetorical choices develop meaning or achieve a particular purpose or effect with a given 
audience.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 3
Use effective rhetorical strategies and techniques when composing. Students apply their analytical skills to their own writing so that 
they are reading like writers and writing like readers.

RI 1A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI 1D
Explain two or more central/main ideas in a text, analyze their development throughout the text, and relate the central ideas to 
human nature and the world; provide an objective and concise summary of the text.

RI 2D Evaluate an author's argument and reasoning for effectiveness, validity, logic, credibility, and relevance of the evidence
RI 3B Synthesize information from two or more texts about similar ideas/topics to articulate the complexity of the issue.
RI 2A Evaluate how an author's choices to structure specific parts of a text contribute to a text's overall meaning and its aesthetic impact.



Unit 3
Memoir/Reflection Writing

Duration 10 Weeks Assessed

Priority Standard(s)

AP L&C 4

Write for a variety of purposes. Students’ writing experiences in the course must exceed the timed writings that are assessed on the 
AP English Language and Composition Exam. For instance, students might undertake a lengthy and intensive inquiry into a 
problem or controversy, consulting and evaluating arguments and viewpoints presented in a variety of sources, and using those 
sources to provoke,
complicate, and/or support their own responses to the problem or controversy. Students’ writing in the course should also go 
through a process that includes
feedback from other readers, revision, and proofreading. Finally, forms other than the essays featured in the exam have a place in 
the course, such as personal narrative, letters, advertisements, reviews, etc.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 5

Respond to different writing tasks according to their unique rhetorical and composition demands, and translate that rhetorical 
assessment into a plan for
writing. Different contexts require different choices in creating and delivering texts. This goal addresses the importance of prewriting 
and planning in the
writing process.

AP L&C 3
Use effective rhetorical strategies and techniques when composing. Students apply their analytical skills to their own writing so that 
they are reading like writers and writing like readers.

RI 1A

Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI 1D
Explain two or more central/main ideas in a text, analyze their development throughout the text, and relate the central ideas to 
human nature and the world; provide an objective and concise summary of the text.

RI 2A Evaluate how an author's choices to structure specific parts of a text contribute to a text's overall meaning and its aesthetic impact.
RI 3C Evaluate how an author's work reflects his or her historical/cultural perspective.

W2A

Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; self select and blend (when appropriate) previously learned narrative, expository, 
and argumentative writing techniques. 

W3A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.

SL 1A
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed.

SL 2A
Speak audibly and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose, and audience when presenting 
including fluent and clear articulation, strategically varying volume, pitch, and pace to consistently engage listeners.



Unit 4
Grammar

Duration First Semester Assessed

Priority Standard(s)

AP L&C 11

Demonstrate understanding and control of Standard Written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writing. This process 
clearly relates to the goals of reading rhetorically — the better that students understand how other writers create a particular effect 
or produce meaning, the more fully their own prose accomplishes such goals.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 12
Revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience. In addition to revision, this goal acknowledges the importance of 
recognizing  a variety of audiences for a piece of writing.

RI 1A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI 1B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative, and content specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference materials.

RI 2C Evaluate how the author's word choice and use of syntax contribute to a text's overall meaning and tone.

W 1A
Conduct research to answer a question (including a self generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; gather multiple relevant, credible sources, print and digital; integrate information using a standard citation system.

W 2A

Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; self select and blend (when appropriate) previously learned narrative, expository, 
and argumentative writing techniques. 

W 3A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.



Unit 5
Argumentation, Logical Fallacies, and Visual Rhetoric 

Duration 5 Weeks Assessed

Priority Standard(s)

AP L&C 6

Create and sustain original arguments based on information synthesized from readings, research, and/or personal observation and 
experience. Students learn to see argument as addressing a wide range of purposes in a variety of formats. They should be able to 
recognize general features of arguments, such as claims, evidence, qualifiers, warrants, and conclusions. Students’ ability to create 
informed arguments depends largely upon their reading of primary and secondary sources. The more that students discern 
argument as entering into a conversation with others, the more credible and cogent their own arguments become.

Supporting Standard(s)
AP L&C 4

Write for a variety of purposes. Students’ writing experiences in the course must exceed the timed writings that are assessed on the 
AP English Language and Composition Exam. For instance, students might undertake a lengthy and intensive inquiry into a 
problem or controversy, consulting and evaluating arguments and viewpoints presented in a variety of sources, and using those 
sources to provoke, complicate, and/or support their own responses to the problem or controversy. Students’ writing in the course 
should also go through a process that includes
feedback from other readers, revision, and proofreading. Finally, forms other than the essays featured in the exam have a place in 
the course, such as personal narrative, letters, advertisements, reviews, etc.

RI 1C Interpret visual elements of a text including those from different media and draw conclusions from them (when applicable).

RI 2B
Analyze a text in which the author's point of view is not obvious and requires distinguishing what is directly stated from what is 
implied.

RI 2D Evaluate an author's argument and reasoning for effectiveness, validity, logic, credibility, and relevance of the evidence.

SL 1B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, stance, and evidence in order to 
propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 



Unit 6
Synthesis

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s)

AP L&C 9

Gain control over various reading and writing processes, with careful attention to inquiry (research), rhetorical analysis and 
synthesis of sources, drafting, revising/rereading, editing, and review. This goal emphasizes the importance of the entire process of 
writing, including teacher intervention in providing useful feedback, along with peer review and publication.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 7

Evaluate and incorporate sources into researched arguments. When entering into a conversation with others, students must 
comprehend and evaluate (not just summarize or quote) others’ positions. Such a process involves purposeful reading, a wide 
range of reading, and the ability to credibly support an evaluation of a writer’s position.

AP L&C 8

Demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources. Students must learn to use the 
conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the Modern Language Association (MLA), the University of 
Chicago Press (The Chicago Manual of Style), or the American Psychological Association (APA). Students need to understand that 
for academic writing, the selection of documentation style depends upon the discipline the writing is intended for; students therefore 
need to learn how to find and follow style guides in various disciplines.

RI 1C Interpret visual elements of a text including those from different media and draw conclusions from them (when applicable).

RI 2B
Analyze a text in which the author's point of view is not obvious and requires distinguishing what is directly stated from what is 
implied.

RI 2D Evaluate an author's argument and reasoning for effectiveness, validity, logic, credibility, and relevance of the evidence.
RI 3B Synthesize information from two or more texts about similar ideas/topics to articulate the complexity of the issue
W3A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.

SL 1B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, stance, and evidence in order to 
propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives



Unit 7
Writing Theory and Reflection

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s)
AP L&C 10

Converse and write reflectively about personal processes of composition. Metacognition, or reflection, is a key component of this 
course; the practice of describing their own processes helps students internalize standards--articulated by local, state, and national 
rubrics--of effective composition.

Supporting Standard(s)

AP L&C 7

Evaluate and incorporate sources into researched arguments. When entering into a conversation with others, students must 
comprehend and evaluate (not just summarize or quote) others’ positions. Such a process involves purposeful reading, a wide 
range of reading, and the ability to credibly support an evaluation of a writer’s position.

AP L&C 12
Revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience. In addition to revision, this goal acknowledges the importance of 
recognizing  a variety of audiences for a piece of writing.

RI 1A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI 2D Evaluate an author's argument and reasoning for effectiveness, validity, logic, credibility, and relevance of the evidence

W2A

Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; self select and blend (when appropriate) previously learned narrative, expository, 
and argumentative writing techniques.

SL 1C

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media; synthesize claims made on all sides of an 
issue, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence 
and reasoning presented.



Unit 8
Editing

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) AP L&C 12
Revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience. In addition to revision, this goal acknowledges the importance of 
recognizing  a variety of audiences for a piece of writing.

Supporting Standard(s)
AP L&C 11

Demonstrate understanding and control of Standard Written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writing. This process 
clearly relates to the goals of
reading rhetorically — the better that students understand how other writers create a particular effect or produce meaning, the more 
fully their own prose accomplishes such goals.

W 2A

Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; self select and blend (when appropriate) previously learned narrative, expository, 
and argumentative writing techniques.

W 3A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience

RI 1B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative, and content specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference materials.


